
Newsletter 1st March 2022

Kia Ora, Welcome, Hello, Nǐ hǎo, Talofa Lava, Hallo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Shalom,

Ciào, おはよう (Ohayoou), 안녕 Ahn Nyeong, Olá, Privet!, Xin Chào, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,

Sat Shari Akal, Melo Ni, Halo Ola Keta, Mauri, Fakaalofa Atu, Salam, Welkom.

Key Dates

Date What Details

Wednesday 2 March Ash Wednesday Liturgy at school

Thursday 17 March St Patrick’s Day Mufti-Day (dress in green)

Tuesday 22 March BOT Meeting TBC

IMPORTANT NOTICE (COVID -19 OMICRON)
As positive cases of Omicron increase in our community, it is important to stay vigilant. If your child

has any symptoms whatsoever, no matter how minor these may seem, stay home and be tested.  RAT

tests are very important if symptoms develop, persist and/ or worsen. If anyone in your household

tests positive, the household is required to isolate unless a ‘critical worker’ exemption has been

granted as part of the Close Contact Exemption Scheme. Please help us keep our school open for as

many as possible. Monitor for symptoms, stay home if sick and inform the school of positive results.



Special Catholic Character
A message from Mrs Beverley Dias-McAllum Director of Religious Studies

As part of our classroom RE programme, children will be learning about Lent. Classrooms will change

the green prayer cloth to purple to indicate the change in the liturgical season.

Lent is a time we prepare our hearts by praying, fasting and alms giving. Lent commences on Ash

Wednesday and lasts for 40 days excluding Sundays. It is a time of preparation and an opportunity

to grow a deeper relationship with God through reflection and prayer. Lent ends on Holy Saturday,

the day before Easter.

Each year our school supports Caritas, an organisation that promotes justice, peace and supports

social issues all over the world. During the next few weeks of Lent, your child is encouraged to make

a donation which will bless someone’s life. Collection boxes (like the one pictured) are in classrooms

across our school. We encourage small monetary donations throughout lent.

Click on this link to read more about Caritas and the incredible work done.

We will have a liturgy on March 2, Ash Wednesday. Teachers will impose

ashes on the foreheads of their students and remind them to “Repent and

follow Jesus”. Here is a link that gives you a snapshot on Lent.

You can find Daily Reflections during Lent: www.foodforfaith.org.nz

Food For Faith - an Aotearoa New Zealand based online mission.
Lenten Karakia

E Hehu Karaiti, Lord Jesus, guide us this day as we begin this season of Lent. May your Spirit lead us

now as you were led in the desert for forty days. Help us to overcome the challenges we face in our

lives. Help us also to dream of something better and bring peace, light and hope into the world. We

make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amene.

Sacramental Programme - later this month, the Parish will commence its Sacramental programme.

Students in Years 4-6 who have not received their first Eucharist and/or Confirmation, should collect

an enrolment form. Please see the important dates attached with this newsletter.

Message from Tracey Kopua, Principal

Kia Ora St Mark’s Catholic School whānau

I am writing this newsletter from home today as the Kopua family is isolating. I want to thank you

for the prayers and well wishes being extended to Josh and our family at this time. These are coming

right back at you and I am keeping our school’s beautiful community in my prayers, especially those

families who are in a similar position due to a positive Covid result. I can report that myself, Hayden

and the twins are asymptomatic for now and though Josh’s cough has definitely worsened, his

appetite has not been at all suppressed and he is in fairly good spirits.

I have asked the team at school to try to stay ‘COVID ‘POSITIVE’, whilst keeping Negative (test

results)’ In this current space, we can become quite overwhelmed by the pace of change and the

relentless communications and documentation from the Ministries of Education and Health. No sooner

do we read or hear something COVID related and it’s being updated which can add to our feelings of

frustration and confusion. I do hope, however, the Phase 3 guidelines in regards to identifying ‘close

contacts’ is a welcome change and I urge you all to go about your lives in as normal a manner as

https://caritas.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKjEDrvkHUg
http://www.foodforfaith.org.nz/


possible as we journey through the Omicron outbreak and remain at RED level. We want our school to

remain open for as many children and staff as possible. We want our school to be as safe as it can be.

If your child is well, they should be at school every day and we do expect ALL well children to be at

school. Today, we have 138 learners at school (75% attendance). To date, there have been 10

students who have received positive results (5.5% of all students) and we have 13 other students

isolating as household ‘close contacts’ (7.1%). If your child, or a household member receives a positive

result, please notify the school asap.

The BOT had its first official  meeting of the school year last Tuesday evening. At this meeting Jose

Guttierez stepped down as Chair and subsequently Marty Ryan was elected to the presiding member

position.  Jose is to be acknowledged and thanked for his most valuable contributions to our school’s

governing board. As Chair, Jose led the school through a change of leadership (Principal appointment

process), and of course through Covid, with such patience, humility and care. In-coming Chair, Marty

Ryan is a staunch advocate for our school and is active in Parish ministry. He has served as Deputy

Chair and Chair of the Finance committee.  I know Marty looks forward to connecting with you when

we are able to gather face2face once more.

The school’s leadership team has been scrutinising the End of Year achievement data for 2021 to

inform annual targets and programmes of support. Whilst our school consistently achieves very good

academic results, it is clearly evident that our writing data was impacted more so than Reading and

Mathematics given school closures and lockdowns in 2021.

2021 Data in Reading, Writing and Mathematics reflects:

Subject area Target 2021 Actual Result

READING 85% of all children to be reading at or above

the expected curriculum level
83%

WRITING 80% of all children to be writing at or above the

expected curriculum level
70%

MATHEMATICS 80% of all children to be achieving at or above

the expected curriculum level in Maths
78%

This year, in an effort to improve student outcomes in writing, we are embarking on a Structured Literacy

journey.This will see Professional Development for staff so teaching and learning programmes focus

specifically on formal English language conventions, phonological awareness, spelling rules, grammar and

comprehension. Quite often, young literacy learners are able to ‘bark at text’ without noticing word families

and patterns or paying attention to vocabulary or comprehension. These are some of the important

concepts that we would like to see being transferred from reading to writing and vice versa to improve

overall literacy achievement levels.

In the next month our learners can expect to see a new Junior school playground being erected on-site.

Last year, grant applications were made to support this project and we have been blessed to be awarded

$20,000 in successful grant applications ($10,000 from Pub Charities and $10,000 from Trillian Trust).

Our new playground is the Shenanigan design that is customised with school logo and colour selection to be

supplied and installed by Park Supplies and Playgrounds. Sneak peak of concept below:



Other property projects targeted for 2022 include astro-turf under the canopy area, LED lighting

upgrades, PB4L branding and signage and the development of a prayer garden. If you are able to help our

school with any of these projects and/or have business connections, please contact me directly.

With your support, I am determined to make 2022 a great year for your amazing children. Let’s look

forward to exploring the possibilities and opportunities together.

Your friend in Christ

Tracey Kopua

Learners at St Mark’s are reminded to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. To encourage

learners to do this, we reference the ABCs and 3Rs.

ABCs: A – Attitude; B – Behaviour; C – Care

3Rs: Respect for self; Respects for Others; Respect for the Environment

Our PB4L focus this week is:

Respect for self & others – Wearing the correct uniform (hat, footwear). Moving quietly

everywhere, respecting others’ space.



Community Notices




