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Newsletter 17 March 2023

Kia Ora, Welcome, Hello, Ni hio, Talofa Lava, Hallo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Shalom,
Cido, £1%&S (Ohayoou), 22 Ahn Nyeong, Old, Privet!, Xin Chao, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Sat Shari Akal, Melo Ni, Halo Ola Keta, Mauri, Fakaalofa Atu, Salam, Welkom.

Key dates
Monday 20 March BOT meeting 7pm in staffroom
Tuesday 21 March Beach clean up trip (Kaitiaki focus) Kitea Team
Thursday 23 March BBAFC Soccer Rooms 1,2,3 and 10

Friday 24 March

Auckland rugby sessions Whakatere team

Thursday 30 March

BBAFC Soccer Rooms 1,2,3 and 10

Mon 3 - Fri 7 April

HOLY WEEK

Thursday 6 April

"Dress in the times of Jesus" HOLY THURSDAY MUFTI-DAY and LITURGY

Thursday 6 April

BBAFC Soccer Rooms 1,2,3 and 10

Mon 3- Fri 7 April

LIFE EDUCATION TRUST - MOBILE CLASSROOM ON-SITE

Thursday 6 April
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ANZAC DAY/ St Mark's Feast Day: School is closed
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Thursday 27 April

School/Family Interviews - School closes at 1pm

Please note:

" Thursday 6th April - ‘dress in the times of Jesus’ for our special liturgy

Staff Only day - school is closed on Monday 24 April

" Term 2 start date is Wednesday 26 April



Message from the Principal

Kia Ora St Mark's Catholic School whanau

Don’t become preoccupied with
your child’s academic ability, but
instead teach them to sit with
those sitting alone. Teach them to
be kind. Teach them to offer help.
Teach them to be a friend to the

lonely. Teach them to encourage

others. Teach them to think about
other people. Teach them to share.

Teach them to look for the good.

This is how they will change
the world.

It's hard to believe we are already into mid-March with Easter just around the corner. Thank you for
your ongoing support of our school. The recent  HHWWKHWDP P HWWKHWDFKHUsessions were very
well attended and informal feedback received was that the sessions were informative and helpful.
The family picnic was just fabulous and it was so good to be able to reconnect after a couple of years
of covid cancellations. I look forward to more occasions that bring us fogether as a school family.

At the last BOT meeting, the 2022 end of year achievement data was presented and discussed. At
the end of 2022, OTJ (overall teacher judgment) information was moderated and collated to show:

of students reached at or above Curriculum Expectationin 5($' ,1*
of all students achieved at or above Curriculum Expectationin 0 $7+(0$7, &6
of all students achieved at or above Curriculum Expectationin : 5,7,1*

What we are already noticing is the positive impact of adopting more structured literacy approaches
in the junior years

" At the end of 2021, 65% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected curriculum
level in 5HDAQlyet in 2022, 80% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected
curriculum level.

" At the end of 2021, 83% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected curriculum
level in 5SHDAQlyet in 2022, 94% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected
curriculum level.

Similar good progress was noticed in : UWQ}

" At the end of 2021, 65% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected curriculum
level in : UMQJyet in 2022, 84% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected
curriculum level.

At the end of 2021, 66% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected curriculum
level in : UMQJyet in 2022, 90% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected
curriculum level.

Going back to some fundamental literacy teaching practices that includes: handwriting, phonics,
spelling, grammar, punctuation and sentence structure will benefit all students in their primary years.



We are very lucky to be working alongside Massey University facilitators Dr Chrissy Braid and
Belinda Blick-Duggan who are providing valuable professional development to our teaching and learner
support team.

At home, I encourage you to read often with and to your child/children. Please take some time fo talk
about our school values of $ROHA, %LIEF, 8OURAGE, SESPECT, SESPONSIBILITY and
BESILIENCE and pose simple questions about what these values 'look like' and 'sound like' at home.
These values are deeply rooted in the Gospel. Jesus is the reason for our school and like Jesus, we
strive to be caring, compassionate, responsible kaitiaki of God's wonderful creation.

I feel especially blessed to lead our school and genuinely believe I have chosen the very best
profession in the world! Thank you for supporting teachers and principals during this time of
negotiations with the MOE. Strike action is never ideal and I pray for a quick resolution. Children
across NZ are at the heart of the matter as educators only want the very best conditions and access
to resourcing to meet the diverse educational needs of every learner entrusted in their care. We
need to attract and retain a high quality workforce and promote teaching as a viable and rewarding
career option.

Next week, I commence the first 3 week block of my 10 week sabbatical. I will be taking my second
block of 7 weeks at the end of Term 2 and into the beginning of Term 3.

This July, I will celebrate my 10th year as principal and in my 30 years of teaching and leadership T
have only ever taken the equivalent of 8 months maternity leave so I feel this is the right time for
me to have some refreshment and study leave. My sabbatical study is focused on wellbeing and
resilience programmes in schools.

Mrs Trish Hodgson will deputise in my absence with the support of Associate Principal, Mrs Jenny
McKenzie. I know I am leaving the school (albeit for a short time) in their most capable hands.

I will look forward to seeing you all at the beginning of the new term.

St Patrick's day blessings.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST LEARNERS
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Week 1: Tues 11th - Fri 14th April
Week 2: Mon 17th - Fri 21st April

Bookings available . 9am-12noon - $30 p/day
l::hﬂ.it suf:yn:ﬁs 9am- 3Pm $45 p!day
Players must Brng their own finchboxes for the day
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Safe Kids In Daily Supervision

St Mark's - Pakuranga

334 Pakuranga Road, Pakuranga Heights,
Auckland, New Zealand

On Site at St Marks Resource Room
(Beside the Covered Courts)

-Before School Care
- After School Care

*Holiday Programmes

m on, call

£ Parent:
Register now at WWW.SKICS.CO.NZ ciickon LEEI wess et 220000, e

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS WHO ARE SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

SPECIAL » Over 3 30Hrs ECE Free (6Hrs per day)
* Under 3 Sessions (4Hrs) Free Mon to Fri
if enrolled before 30th September 2021

PAKURANGA MONTESSORI LEARNING CENTRE

Fun, nurturing, Montessori inspired learning environment

NZ qualified and experienced Teachers

Open Hours: Full year Monday to Friday 7.30am - 5.30pm

Specially designed programme to cater for varied learning needs

Full time (2 & over) and sessions (2-3yrs old only) for 2-6yrs old

Morning, afternoon and late afternoon snack provided

20 hour ECE subsidy available
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Address:
71 Udys Road, Pakuranga
(behind St Peter’s Anglican Church)

Ph: 09 213 1866 « M 021 710 065
E: pmontessori2014@gmail.com
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Proud to support
St. Marks Catholic School

PO Box 38425, Howick
PH: 272 2383

Dr Prashant Zaveri
Orthodontist & Periodontist

Avdilable at:

Zaveri Orthodontic & Periodontic Centre

95 Ascot Avenue, Ascot Office Park,

Ground Floor, Building C, Greenlane, Auckland 1051

PH 529 2592
Killmanjaro Dental Centre
60 Kilimanjaro Drive, Botany Downs, Howick

PH: 534 2664

info@zaveriortho.co.nz
offering clear / coloured / gold / invisible (lingual) braces
OR straightening teeth without braces - invisible aligners”

Also ask if you qualify for a 10% discount,
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BARFOOT:
THOMPSON

TOP SALESPERSON

Jessie Lu #2 Individual Salesperson in Eastern Beaches

Sham Lal #3 Individual Salesperson in Eastern Beaches

§ @ShamLalBarfoot : @shamilal #§ :Wechat ID: jessielu888

www . barfoot.conz

Your Dne Sisp Design & RensvalisnShap
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BATHROOMS = KITCHENS COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL
TILING « RETAINING WALLS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING » FENCING « DECKING

021168 8414

info@uniquerenovations.co.nz « uniquerenovations.co.nz
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CoolAwnings
Our products include:

* Fixed and retractable awnings
» Qutdoor blinds » Shade sails

Checkout our showroom
Open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm

Morrin Road, Panmure, Auckland = P: 09 570 6353
E: awnings@coolawnings.co.nz

W: www.coolawnings.co.nz




