Welcome
Welcome to the 2010 St Marks School Magazine, which is, as always, a fantastic chronicle of the achievements in this past year of our children in the academic, sporting and cultural arenas. 
The magazine provides us all with the opportunity to reflect on the past year and be reminded of what makes St Marks the special school that it is and what talented children we have. It has been a successful year for the school with our children enjoying academic, sporting and cultural successes and we congratulate and affirm their efforts.  

As you will see, it has been a typically busy year and we need to thank all the children for their hard work and efforts during the year as well as to Catherine, the Executive team and all the staff for their individual and combined efforts. We are very lucky as a school to have such passionate and skilled teaching and support staff ably led by talented leaders. 
Thank you to the parents and caregivers who provide the nurturing and supportive environments for our children. The education of your children is a true partnership between the school and you in your role as parents and caregivers. We sincerely hope that you continue to use every opportunity to reinforce the learning and development that occurs at school. I would like to make a special mention of those parents who assist around the school and support the staff as well as saying a big Thank You to them. Your contribution is a critical one and I would like to encourage other parents and caregivers to take the opportunities that are present to assist and volunteer around the school in a variety of ways. 
As always, thank you to the PTFA for all your hard work. The Gala this year was a fantastic occasion and all the hard work that was put into it was rewarded by a fun filled community day which also raised a wonderful sum of money for our multi purpose hall development fund. Many thanks to those who contributed to its organisation and to the stalls as well as to everyone for supporting it.

Many thanks to members of the Board of Trustees for your hard work and contributions during the year and for your support of the staff. 
A very big thank you to the editorial team and to all those who contributed to the magazine for providing us with such a fabulous window into the talents and diversity of our school community – I am sure that you will enjoy the read.

For those children leaving St Marks, we wish you all of God’s richest blessings at your next school – may you continue to build on the excellent foundation that you have received at St Marks. Just a thought for you ……
“Knowledge and understanding are life’s faithful companions who will never be untrue to you.
For knowledge is your crown and understanding your staff; and when they are with you, you can possess no greater treasures”










Kahlil Gibran, Lebanese Poet
I hope that you all enjoy the Christmas holidays and find lots of time to relax, have fun and laugh with those whom you love. May the Christ child bless you at Christmas and may all your hopes and dreams be realised in 2011.
God’s richest blessings
Richard de Haast

Chairman - Board of Trustees
