PRINCIPAL’S REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2009
2009 has been a wonderful, challenging year with implementation of the revised New Zealand Curriculum to ensure St Mark’s School remains at the cutting edge in providing our children with the very best education in a Catholic Environment.  Several of our inquiry topics, including ‘Heal the World’ provided the platform for our students to take on new skills, think critically, be creative and reflect before taking action. The range of learning activities included constructing a worm farm, planting a vegetable garden, learning about what we can do to sustain our planet and to protect our endangered species. Children also reflected and took actions around those less fortunate than us. Students made scarves, collected dry and canned food, knitted blankets and slippers, and raised money for schools and for those who lost possessions in the Victorian bush fires, in the floods which caused major destruction in the Philippines and the Tsunami which destroyed parts of Tonga and Samoa.  ‘Kids Can Do It’, an idea from year 5/6 students became an activity that the whole school took part in. The students built a wall of cans which reached from floor to ceiling, filling the front window.  We donated 50 desks, 70 chairs, school journals and culled library books to St Joseph’s School in Samoa. This focus ensured our children understood not only St Mark’s values of compassion, respect and commitment but also the key competencies of the new curriculum around participating, contributing, thinking, managing self and relating to others. These values and skills will ensure our students are developing as worthwhile citizens and lifelong learners. 
Our students’ gained outstanding results across all ICAS Tests (formerly University of NSW), Dunedin University Problem Solving and gaining third place in the Mathex competition.  Two students also did very well in the APPA speech championships.
A huge thank you goes to all our dedicated, hard working and innovative teachers and support staff who ensure that all our children’s needs are being met. Special thanks to Jenny McKenzie and Trish Hodgson who have ably led their syndicates and to Arminda Wood and Rosemary Grant, our DRSs. Reading recovery was an initiative that our school started this year, and Lorraine Ross took on extra training to fill this position. We also thank Kim Wagstaff who worked alongside Mrs Ross to release her for this. Thank you to Richard de Haast and the Board of Trustees who are supportive of the bigger vision of our school, and to the PTFA who continually fundraise to ensure that we have the latest resources in our school.  They have given a total of approximately $18,000 towards upgrading our Resource Room, Interactive Whiteboards, literacy and maths resources and supported our Year 5/6 camp. 

This year we have produced our own CD ‘Colours of Aoteoroa’ which was an exciting project.  We thank our music specialist teacher Caroline Zeeman and her colleague Clare McCormack for their work and creativity.  All students from St Mark’s were recorded on the CD with several students singing either duet or solo parts.  The ‘Colours of Aoteoroa’ focussed on the diversity of the people in New Zealand and celebrated the beautiful country that we live in.  The concert at Sancta Maria College launched the CD and in November we sang the songs from the CD in the Howick Santa Parade.  

Watching our children enjoy their sport at different levels of competition has been a real pleasure. The children have enjoyed and competed well in hockey, soccer, rugby, netball, cricket and softball field days and have done St Mark’s proud in Zone swimming, cross country and athletics and at interschool lunchtime competitions in cricket, netball and soccer.  Thanks to Mrs McKenzie and Mrs Hibbert for overall organisation, also to our teachers and parents who coached.  You were outstanding.
In the Arts, we furthered our involvement by entering a Junior Dance Troupe into the Dance Festival held at Elim College.  Over the last six years we have only had a senior dance troupe but this year it was room 2 junior students who captivated the audience.  A special thank you goes to our dance teachers, Miss Keswell, Miss Hsu and to Mrs Powell who was their main supporter.  St Mark’s choir and drumming group recently performed at the Town Hall and again we can all be proud of their performances.  Thank you to Mrs Grant and Miss Keswell for training our choir and to Mrs Zeeman for sharing her expertise and training our drummers. Senior students also performed at the Marimba Festival at Baradene College, while our Ukulele group performed at Mt Smart Stadium and joined in with other schools in setting the world record for the largest Ukulele group.  Our cultural group performed both at the Koanga Festival and at the Pakuranga Mall and thanks goes to Mrs Topping for her great organisation with assistance from Hemi, Mrs Tracee McKenzie and Mrs Kape.

In November, many of our senior students made their First Communion which was a wonderful celebration. Thank you to all those who taught our students over Term 3 and 4 to ensure children were ready to receive this special Sacrament.  Thank you to Father Raphael and Father Francis for their continued visibility in and around our school.
Thank you to all our families. Your continuing support ensures our school is a very special place.  We say a fond goodbye to our Year 6 students, many of whom have shown exceptional leadership.  We know that they will do very well at their new schools and will come back and see us in 2010.  
God bless and thank you for your ongoing support.
Catherine M. Rivers  
