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FOCUS:  
Please support our School Bus – see attached flyer




Health – Swine Flu Symptoms – Please Check




Gala Meeting This Thursday 19th August from 7pm to 9pm




Mathletics Challenge – 23rd August to 30th August




Kia Ora Parents/Caregivers
CATHOLIC CHARACTER:   Please keep Jerome Moss and his family in your prayers, Jerome’s grandmother has passed away recently.  Also Mrs Sue Topping whose aunty passed away recently and the family of Pat Lawson who passed away recently.
SPECIAL CHARACTER BADGES:  Tiyana Abrahams (Y4), Bianca Hayes (Y4), Alex Harrison (Y6)
PSALM:  O Creator of all seasons and ages, we praise you for all that is beautiful in this winter day.  Coldness; wetness; wind; the strong black patterns of the trees standing leafless; dripping branches; the sound of the heaters; squelching shoes; misty windscreens; skies touched with pink and leaden grey bulging clouds; hot steaming cups of Milo.  Oh, all that is dripping with moisture this morning, praise the Creator!  All creatures, snuggled away in nests, holes and trees, bless the Lord!  Oh, all peoples bundled in winter wear, scurrying to work, bless the Lord!  Cars, trucks and buses swishing along the roads, praise the Lord!  Oh, all people enjoying heated places of work, bless the Lord!  Cows, sheep in the paddocks, braving the elements, bless the Lord!  Oh, cats and dogs covered in their winter coats, bless our God.  Yes, all the winter world, whose beauty we so often miss, whose weather we so often condemn, praise the Creator and bless God’s holy name, for our world has wonders to behold in all seasons.  Amen. 
PRAYER:  We thank you God for all the gifts you have given us even in the chill of winter.  We thank you for the crisp and icy mornings and for the warm in our homes and workplace.  We thank you for the smell of warm food cooking in the kitchen.  We thank you for the opportunity to stay inside and reread a favourite book.  We thank you for the tiny seeds hidden in the earth soon to burst into bud and then colourful flowers.  We thank you for the love of family and friends. We thank you for the ‘hello’ unspoken in the smile of a stranger in the street.
SPEECH RESULTS:

Year 6

1st John Bulay


2nd = Alex Harrison & Patricia Furivai
Year 5

1st Joshua Ng


2nd = Jack Greengrass & Megan Seddon
Year 4

1st Eloise Laroche

2nd = Nica Abrasado & Patrick McElwee

ICAS COMPETITIONS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools)

The University of New South Wales in Australia holds a series of competitions each year in a range of subjects.  The results of the first two have arrived.  Only a very small number of St Mark’s pupils sat these.

ICAS Computer Skills


Year 5

Credit:


Camille Dignadice, Joshua Ng, Manvis Wong

Year 6

Credit:


Daniel Corna



Distinction:

Kyla Alan, Graham Mackintosh, Goyum Siriwardane

ICAS Science

Year 5

Credit:


Aaron Liyu



Distinction:

Joshua Ng, Manvis Wong

Year 6

Credit:


Kyla Alan, Daniel Corna, Kelly Feng, Graham Mackintosh

2010 NZ MATHS CHALLENGE – St Mark’s students have the opportunity to take part in the Mathletics web based learning platform.  Children will be given their username and passwords and will have the opportunity to take part in Interaction Curriculum activities and live Mathletics games.  Children visit the website www.mathletics.co.nz and can take part in the challenge from 9 am on 23rd August to 9 am on 30th August 2010.  Please see attached flyer for full details.  This week is a practice week and you can log in at home.
BASIC FACTS – Please support your child’s understanding of Basic Facts.  Start with simple addition i.e. 5+3=8, 7+1=8, 4+4=8, 7+3=10, 8+2=10 etc.  When recall of addition facts is well established please move onto subtraction facts i.e. 8-1=7, 9-4=5, 7-3=4 etc.  You can play games with buttons, milk bottle tops, colonial counters etc and make up stories to make Basic Facts more interesting, e.g. I had five lollies and my friend gave me three more.  How many do I have now?  I had nine cards and gave away four, how many do I have now?  When child/children are able to recall addition and subtraction facts – you can move onto multiplication facts.  At first go over 2x tables or doubles i.e. 4+4= 2 sets of 4 = 2x4 = 8 or 9+9= 2 sets of 9 = 2x9 = 18.  From there move to skip counting in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s etc up to 10.  Please make learning Basic Facts fun or sing them or play maths bingo etc.  For maths games remember our website www.stmarks.school.nz.

DANCE TROUPES – A ‘big’ congratulations to our junior and senior dance troupes who performed both Monday and Tuesday last week.  Thank you to Mrs Tracee McKenzie and Mrs Maddy Powell for training the students in both lunchtimes and before school.  Also to Mrs Owen for sewing all the rock n roll skirts for the juniors and other mums who sewed.  Well done to both dance troupes, you were superb.
Health:  We’d like to update you on the current situation with Swine Flu, HIN1.  The Ministry of Health (MOH) reports that there is an increase in the numbers of people with H1N1 flu virus. We don’t expect a repeat of last year’s situation, nor do we expect MOH will be recommending that schools and early childhood centres are closed. MOH is reminding everyone to repeat last year’s intensive prevention measures. These are:  practice good hygiene – wash and dry your hands regularly, and cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing; stay home if you are sick; phone your doctor or HealthLine for advice.  The ARPHS website address is http://www.arphs.govt.nz/.  The direct link to the influenza page is http://www.arphs.govt.nz/notifiable/Influenza.asp.  
UP AND COMING GALA 6TH NOVEMBER:  Please support the PTFA Gala.  We have begun the process of working with the Auckland Diocese Catholic Schools’ Office around processes to move forward on this project.   This year the development fund and the proceeds from our school’s Gala will go towards building a multipurpose hall for gymnastics, dance and the arts (including choir, dance performances, assemblies, basketball, badminton etc).  This week we ask all families to contribute a packet of sugar, icing sugar, flour, salt, pasta, dried fruit, rice etc.  House points will be rewarded.  Gala meetings are to be held on Thursday 19th August and Wednesday 15 September at 7.00 pm in the school staff room.  If you have green fingers please propagate plants for the gala plant stall.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES NOTICE:    Board of Trustees meetings are held each month in the staff room at 7.30 pm.  The meeting dates in 2010 are:  24th August, 21st September, 26th October and 23rd November. 
REVIEW:  Last month we reviewed two policies around Leave of Absence and International Students.  There is a copy of the policy and procedure folder on the coffee table in the foyer for your perusal.  Also the results of the surveys around reporting to parents are displayed on the Community Board.

PARENT SURVEY:  Since 1989 the New Zealand Council for Educational Research (NZCER) has conducted national surveys.  You may have been one of the random sample of parents who got a survey about your child’s schooling.  Please ensure your survey is completed and returned as soon as possible. If you can’t find the envelope to send it back in, just address an envelope to:  Rachael Kearns, NZCER, PO Box 3237, Wellington.  Many thanks.

FARM COVE MUSIC FESTIVAL – 1ST & 2ND SEPTEMBER 2010 AT FARM COVE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Tickets are available from the school office from Wednesday 18th August to Friday 27th August.  Tickets are $7.00 each and the Farm Cove Cluster Group have decided there will not be any family concessions.  The festival will feature our school choir and the St Mark’s Marimba Group.  There will be limited door sales each evening.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL BUS SERVICE:  The Auckland Regional Transport Authority are continuing to review passenger numbers on the bus service in the first month of Term 3 2010 after which a decision will be made as to whether it is still viable to continue operating the service.  If the patronage is still below the required number the service may be withdrawn from the end of Term 3.  See attached flyer.

Harvey Norman at Botany Town Centre (next to K’Mart) are having a sale on Wednesday 18th August from 6 pm to 9 pm.  St Mark’s will receive 5% of the Gross Sale value of any items purchased if you name our school.  If you are considering purchasing goods from Harvey Norman please make use of this sale as it will benefit St Mark’s also.
[image: image2.wmf]MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR – New Zealand has specific laws around flexible working arrangements for people with caring responsibilities (such as parents and caregivers).  The Department of Labour has been asked to look at the impact of these laws on parents and other carers.  You are asked to complete the survey on www.surveymonkey.co/s/flexwork?c=128 by 31st August.  Parents will be in the drawer to win a share of $1,000 worth of grocery vouchers for completing the survey and our school benefits by receiving book vouchers for the school library.  Please take time to answer this 5 to 10 minute survey.  Thank you.

ZUMBA CLASSES TUESDAY NIGHTS:  (an enjoyable way to keep fit) Tarei Mataitini is teaching Zumba (Latin dance moves) for 15 year olds plus.  Classes will be held from 7.00pm till 8.00pm in the Music room.  The cost will be $5.00 per class.  Please wear comfortable clothes and bring a bottle of water.

COMMUNITY NOTICES:  
· All Star Cheerleaders is running free trial classes in your area for American Style Cheerleading. Everyone is welcome no experience necessary. For more information call 0800 CHEERLEADER or www.allstarcheerleaders.co.nz.

· Storylines Free Family Day – Aotea Centre, The Edge, Sunday 22 August 10am – 3pm.  For more info visit www.storylines.org.nz

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 19th  August 

7.00 pm – PTFA Gala Meeting


Tuesday 24th August

9.30 am – Zone Speech Finals hosted by Owairoa Primary






7.30 pm – BOT Meeting


Thursday 26th August

Senior School Cross Country (Saving Day Tues 31st August)
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Friday 27th August to  

Art Exhibition

Saturday 28th August  



Monday 30th August

Farm Cove Choir Dress Rehearsal


Wednesday 1st Sept

7.30 pm Farm Cove Choir Festival


Thursday 2nd Sept

7.30 pm Farm Cove Choir Festival


Sunday 5th Sept


12.00 noon – First Holy Communion


Thursday 9th Sept 

Junior School Cross Country


Tuesday 14th Sept 

Interschool Cross Country (Saving Day Thurs 16th September)


Wednesday 15th Sept 

Junior School Rugby Sessions with Thomas Cole






Koanga Festival at Edgewater College






7.30 pm – PTFA Gala Meeting


Thursday 16th Sept 

Portrait Photos by Photolife






Koanga Festival


Monday 20th Sept to  

Swimming Lessons at Swimtastic for Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 & 9 only

Friday 24th Sept        



Tuesday 21st Sept 

7.30 pm – BOT Meeting


Friday 24th Sept 


Term 3 Ends






PTFA School Disco

   若有對以上內容不詳者，請洽黃太太Grace，電話:5370390

        이 학교 소식지에 관한 문의사항이 있으시면연락주십시오.Julianna :533-8070
Catherine Rivers (Mrs)    
PRINCIPAL                                                                      










