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20 April 2010
 FOCUS:  
Oral Language (Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing)


Anzac Day 25th April.  Poppies are available at the school office


PTFA Meeting Tomorrow Night in the Staff Room

Kia Ora Parents / Caregivers

CATHOLIC CHARACTER:   Welcome to our new students and their families:- Jasmine Castro, Christian McIntyre, John Sombrero, Troy Leonard, Teresa Youssef, Shirvaun Abbott and Stephanie & Patricia Furivai.  Congratulations to the Byrne family, Jack has a new baby brother.  Please keep the Verner family in your prayers, Ethan’s great grandfather died recently.
Prayer:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, who has given to each of us a personal destiny and purpose in life.  We thank You, God of Mysterious Ways, that You have a holy design for each of us.  We rejoice that we are, each of us, special to You, that our names are written in the palm of Your hand and our place in history, our purpose for existing, is known within Your heart, since endless ages.  Blessed are You, Inscrutable Lord, for those events, persons, talents and loves which have helped us to discover adventure fruitfulness and meaning, in our sometimes empty and seemingly insignificant lives.  Blessed are You for teachers, parents and other guides who call us out from the cocoon of comfort and contentment to embark upon that unique path which You have set forth for each of Your sons and daughters.  Blessed are You, Lord our God, who has given to each of us a personal destiny and purpose in life.  Amen.
Reflection:  “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God”  You ask me how I know it’s true that there is a living God.  A God who rules the universe, the sky, the sea, the sod; a God who holds all creatures in the hollow of His hand; a God who put Infinity in one tiny grain of sand; a God who made the seasons – winter, summer, fall and spring, and put His flawless rhythm into each created thing; a God who hands the sun out slowly with the break of day, and gently takes the stars in and puts the night away; a God whose mighty handiwork defies the skill of man, for no architect can alter God’s perfect master plan – what better answers are there to prove His Holy Being than the wonders all around us that are ours just for the seeing.  Helen Steiner Rice.
ST MARK’S PARISH NOTICES:  

· Baptism Preparation Programme will be held at the Parish Centre on Tuesday 20th and Tuesday 27th April at 7.30 pm.

· Parents needed to volunteer to provide occasional support with Youth events.  Contact Joanne on 5359583 or 021 1143374, or email at joannevanheerden@vodafone.net.nz
· An evening talk on Earth Spirituality is taking place 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th April and a retreat day on “Prayer and Thirsting for God” is taking place on Wed 21st April.  For information contact programmesmercycentre@xtra.co.nz or phone 6386238
· Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women invites you to attend the next meeting at St Anne’s Manurewa on 27th April from 7.30 pm

· Diocesan Youth Mass is taking place on Sunday 25 April at 7.00 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral.

· A group of fathers meet 1 hour per month to pray for children, grandchildren and the gift of fatherhood.  Contact Kurt Meyer on 2650443 if you would like to join this group.
· Marriage Encounter Weekend is taking place on 14th to 16th May.  For further information phone 0800 362686.
PTFA EASTER RAFFLE - CONGRATULATIONS:-  To Ranyard family, neighbours of Daniella & Anton D’Sylva who won 1st prize in our Easter Raffle, 2nd prize went to Darlene Skelton.
BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEETINGS:  All potential Trustees are invited to the Board of Trustees meetings which are held each month in the staff room at 7.30 pm.  The meeting dates for 2010 are:  27th April, 25th May, 22nd June, 27th July, 24th August, 21st  September, 26th October and 23rd November.  We look forward to seeing you at these meetings.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ ELECTIONS.  The Trustee Elections are the biggest democratic event in New Zealand, with more than 14,000 parent representative seats needing to be filled around the country.  Could you be a Trustee?  YES, if you: care about your child’s education, work as part of a team, want to help make decisions for our school, are willing to share your experiences and skills, have common sense.  How much time is required?  As a Trustee you are part of a team so responsibility is shared.  People put into the job what they can.  There are regular meetings that require some preparation beforehand.  The Board elected Kathy Thomas as the Returning Officer at the November Board of Trustees Meeting.  Nominations for the above elections will now be accepted.  Nominations close of 23 April at 12 o’clock.

ORAL LANGUAGE (Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing) – Making sure all our students are able to speak clearly, read and write and make good progress in these areas is an important part of them becoming life long learners.  Oral language underpins all learning and social interactions.  Whenever we listen, respond, read and write we are drawing on oral language in some way.  Four particular kinds of oral language underpin the student’s ability to learn and there is some overlap in these uses of these forms.

1) 
Social language – the way we use language to engage with other people (particularly the forms and uses of conversation).

2)  
Independent Listening – the ability to listen to extended talk such as stories, factual accounts or presentations and to retain the information to recall at some future time.

3)  
Independent Speaking – the ability to use extended talk e.g. when recounting news, retelling a story, or explaining an idea.

4)  
Discussion Skills – the ability to use language to carry a task, to think about an abstract concept or idea, to reason about the possible and to reflect on and talk about our own learning or experiences.

While teachers make opportunities in their classrooms for oral language development to aid children’s listening, reading and writing skills, we encourage parents to sit around the dinner table at night or to spend time in the weekends and discuss family events/happenings, school events, sporting or neigbourhood events or world events; allowing children to add ideas, retell a story or give an opinion.

Reading with and to children is also a great way to build on vocabulary and language structures.  This gives you the opportunity together with your child to identify key points, events or characters held within a story or an article.  Many children are able to hold ideas and information in their heads and they will begin to make connections between ideas, information, characters and events.  This creates an understanding of the overall meaning or purpose of what they have heard, discussed or read.  Parents working alongside teachers to support their child/children to ensure they will become confident and connected life long learners.
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ANZAC POPPIES:  St Mark’s will be a collection point for Poppy Day this year.  Poppies will be available at our office from Tuesday 23 March.  
WINTER  UNIFORM.  Optional for the first two weeks of this term.  All students to be in complete winter uniform by Monday 3 May 2010.

GIRLS:  Tartan culottes worn with a peter pan fleecy white long sleeved blouse and green tie [only available from the Uniform Shop];  maroon v/neck jersey [available from Howick Knitwear, 1/113 Vincent St, Howick];  white ankle socks or dark bottle green tights.  Year 1 & 2 black shoes [Velcro/buckle/lace up];  Years 3-6 black shoes [lace up with low heels] – [all shoes are available from Milan’s [Howick];  Hannah’s [Pakuranga];  No 1 Shoe Warehouse [Botany].  High heeled shoes and boots are not acceptable.  Hair ties to be black, white, maroon, dark green or school uniform fabric.

BOYS:  Grey wool mix shorts; grey long sleeved shirt [only available from the Uniform Shop];  maroon v/neck jumper in wool or acrylic which may be hand knitted;  grey socks with two maroon stripes at top [available from the Uniform Shop].  Year 1 & 2 black shoes [velcro/buckle/lace up].  Year 3 - 6 black lace up shoes.

DOLLARS FOR SCHOOLS:  The Prospect of Howick is once again promoting their Dollars for Schools fundraising.  Points are allocated and credited to our school during the months of May, June, July and August if you dine in the Prospect of Howick restaurant.  The schools with the most points are in to win cash prizes for the school.  Points are fairly distributed by pro-rata to the size of the school.  If you dine on Monday or Tuesday you earn double points.  This is an excellent fundraising opportunity for our school.
KEYBOARD LESSONS:    Sessions are $6.50 and will be on Wed from 3pm to 3.30pm.  Contact Ruth on 576 7406.

GUITAR AND UKULELE CLASSES:  Please hand any outstanding music fees for your child’s guitar or ukulele lessons in to the school office.  Cheques are to be made out to Zee Music.  Thank you.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Wed
21 April

PTFA Meeting – 7.30 pm in the staff room

Tues 
27 April

BOT Meeting 7.30 pm in the staff room

Fri 
30 April

Grease Production at Sancta Maria College

Mon
3 May

Soccer Field Day (Saving Day 5 May)

Winter School Uniform Compulsory

Tues
4 May

1.30 – 2.45 pm – Monica Brown Concert

Fri
7 May

Choir Rehearsal 9.30 am to 12.00 pm at Farm Cove
Tues 
18 May

Rugby & Netball Field Day (Saving Day 20 May)
Fri 
21 May

Catholic Schools’ Day

Tues 
25 May

ICAS Computer Exam




BOT Meeting at 7.30 pm in the Staff Room

Thur 
27 May

Choir Rehearsal 9.30 to 12.00 pm at Farm Cove

Tues 
1 June

Museum Trip Rooms 1, 8, 11 & 12

Wed
2 June

Museum Trip Rooms 2, 3, 4 & 9

Thurs
3 June

Museum Trip Rooms 10, 6 & 7

Mon
7 June

Queen’s Birthday (no school)

Wed
9 June

ICAS Science Exam

Tues
15 June

Hockey Field Day (Saving Day 16 June)

Tues 
22 June

ICAS Spelling & Writing Exams




BOT Meeting at 7.30 pm in the Staff Room

Fri
2 July

Term 2 ends

Yours sincerely,

          若有對以上內容不詳者，請洽黃太太Grace，電話:5370390

        이 학교 소식지에 관한 문의사항이 있으시면연락주십시오.Julianna :533-8070
          

Catherine Rivers (Mrs)    

PRINCIPAL                                                                      










