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Listening Skills & Basic Facts – How Parents can Support
Kia Ora Parents / Caregivers
CATHOLIC CHARACTER:   Please keep the Beuth family in your prayers, Sarah’s grandmother is ill at this time.
SPECIAL CHARACTER BADGES:  Andrie Punio (Y6), Richard Seaman (Y4)
Reflection Prayer:  I think it’s kind of funny that we have only one word for prayer, when we come to God in so many ways.  Sometimes there is the barn-storming prayer, the hammering on the door, the cry of pain or anger from a desperate grief demanding answers.  Then there is the prayer for others, a leaning of the heart towards those in trouble, a plea that God will draw them out of their distress.  There is the prayer of doubt, the expression of disbelief throwing off outgrown ideas so that we can see who we really are and the closeness of God’s love.  There is the prayer of ashes, the cry of forgiveness accompanied by the relief of truth and freedom to put burdens down at the side of the road.  There is the prayer of celebration, a festive prayer adorned with all kinds of Hallelujahs, gratitude waved like a banner from a thank you heart.  There is the prayer for guidance, for sign-posts along the way to help us understand our giftedness and the steps we need to take on our journey to God.  There is the prayer of community, words of a loved tradition falling on us in familiar notes, and drawing us into the sacrament of a faith given and shared.  There is the prayer of awe, when we stand in the presence of the intelligence of the universe, God powerful in distant galaxies and in every cell of our being.  There is the prayer of conversation, the every day talk to God our friend who helps to wash the dishes and change the punctured tyre, who is never too big for the detail of lives.  There is the prayer of quiet, in that deep well of inner silence when nothing happens and everything happens and we are wholly renewed.  Then there is the nameless prayer, the prayer of God that comes in stealth to overwhelm the heart with sweetness and leave us with the knowledge of the love that holds us and goes on holding us, however we pray or forget to pray.
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS:  Thank you to all the parents who attended our interview evening.  We were impressed with the turn out and hope you continue to support your child/children in their educational journey.  
LISTENING SKILLS:  (IDEAS  FOR PARENTS TO HELP DEVELOP CHILDREN’S LISTENING SKILL) - Across the school we ask for your support to help lift listening.  These ideas and games can be played once or twice a week and during the holidays.   Listening and memory skills can be enhanced by practice and your children will benefit from regular exercises and playing these games, at least once a week.  The following activities will help to provide practice for children’s memory, auditory discrimination and concentration skills.  Also you can explain to your children that the mind is rather like a muscle, in that it can be ‘exercised’ and ‘strengthened’ and that these activities are designed to provide that exercise!  Some games you can play to help your children develop:-  Concentration! (listening, concentration and memory); Item Missing (listening and memory); Digits Forwards (listening and memory); Digits Backwards (listening, concentration and memory).  Drawing, following directions given verbally (by speaking i.e. giving the direction, pausing after each direction while your child draws).
BASIC FACTS – Please support your child’s understanding of Basic Facts.  Start with simple addition i.e. 5+3=8, 7+1=8, 4+4=8, 7+3=10, 8+2=10 etc.  When recall of addition facts is well established please move onto subtraction facts i.e. 8-1=7, 9-4=5, 
7-3=4 etc.  You can play games with buttons, milk bottle tops, colonial counters etc and make up stories to make Basic Facts more interesting, e.g. I had five lollies and my friend game me three more.  How many do I have now?  I had nine cards and gave away four, how many do I have now?  When child/children are able to recall addition and subtraction facts – you can move onto multiplication facts.  At first go over 2x tables or doubles i.e. 4+4= 2 sets of 4 = 2x4 = 8 or 9+9= 2 sets of 9 = 2x9 = 18.  From there move to 5x or 10x tables.  Please make learning Basic Facts fun or sing them or play maths bingo etc.
National Standards - I have been asked by parents about the NZEI ‘Parent Partition’ asking for a trial for National Standards.  There is a list at the office if you would like to add your name.  If you were unable to come to our Nationals Standards meeting on March 8th we have a Display Board in the Corridor with information on the Standards and School & Community photos.
HEALTH AND SAFETY - For the safety of our students please ensure you travel into and exit slowly, safely keeping to the speed limit and ‘giving way’ at the give way signs.  At peak times we remind you to turn left onto Fortunes Road and go around the roundabout to keep the traffic flowing freely.  Please choose safe parking over convenience at all times.  We thank you for helping to keep all our students safe.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR KIWIANA RAFFLE WINNERS:  1st Prize to Ishana Mischefski, 2nd Prize to Gilbert Kang and 3rd Prize to Claudia Vasquez.  

[image: image2.wmf]
NEW LUNCH MENU NOW FOR MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY – St Mark’s is now using the Flower Café for lunch orders on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Please discard the old Friday lunch menu and use only the menu from the Flower Cafe.  Please note the delicious new items on the menu.  Correct change and the lunch order in a named envelope with your child’s room number recorded is appreciated. 

[image: image3.wmf]ANZAC POPPIES:  St Mark’s will be a collection point for Poppy Day this year.  Poppies will be available at our office from Tuesday 23 March until Monday 19 April.  The RSA will then collect all donations and poppies on Tuesday 21st April.

ICAS COMPETITIONS FOR YEARS 4, 5 & 6:  The entries for the ICAS Computer Examinations have now closed.  Science entries close on 23 April, Spelling and Writing entries close on 7 May.  If you would like your child to enter any of these competitions please forward the money and competition entry to the office by these dates.  Thank you.
BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEETINGS:  All potential Trustees are invited to the Board of Trustees meetings which are held each month in the staff room at 7.30 pm.  The meeting dates for 2010 are:  27th April, 25th May, 22nd June, 27th July, 24th August, 21st  September, 26th October and 23rd November.  We look forward to seeing you at these meetings.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ ELECTIONS.  The Trustee Elections are the biggest democratic event in New Zealand, with more than 14,000 parent representative seats needing to be filled around the country.  Could you be a Trustee?  YES, if you: care about your child’s education, work as part of a team, want to help make decisions for our school, are willing to share your experiences and skills, have common sense.  How much time is required?  As a Trustee you are part of a team so responsibility is shared.  People put into the job what they can.  There are regular meetings that require some preparation beforehand.  The Board has elected Kathy Thomas as the Returning Officer at the November Board of Trustees Meeting.  Nominations for the above elections will now be accepted.  Nominations close on 23 April at 12 o’clock.

[image: image4.wmf]KEYBOARD LESSONS:   Sessions are $6.50 and will be on Wed from 3pm to 3.30pm.  Contact Ruth on 576 7406.
GUITAR AND UKULELE CLASSES:  Please hand any outstanding music fees for your child’s guitar or ukulele lessons in to the school office.  Cheques are to be made out to Zee Music.  Thank you.
· Become a Rock Star these school holidays – 12 April Rock Prep for young musicians 8-10 years of age with at least 1 year’s music experience.  Enrol online www.lewiseady.co.nz
· Have fun and make new friends in the school holidays. We have an amazing variety of activities for children 5 to14 years. Join us weekdays from 6-16 April for: Animal Olympics, Young Entrepreneurial Ventures, a Rainbow’s End trip and a Rangitoto shipwreck adventure, to name a few.  Please enrol early to secure a place in these popular programmes.   Call Parnell Trust 379 2095 x9724, email pfc@parnell.org.nz or visit www.parnell.org.nz
· The Amazing Maze ‘n Maze at 833 Kingseat Road, Karaka, Auckland are hiding 1000’s of eggs in the maze during the Easter Weekend.  Eggs hidden Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon from 11 am to 2 pm.  Visit www.maze.co.nz.
· I AM FREE for Autumn at Auckland Museum - With autumn here and the temperature dropping, it's about time to explore the fabulous Auckland Museum. Throughout autumn Aucklanders will receive free entry to the museum with proof of residence. Of course, kids are always free. School holiday activities include a BioBlitz, Crochet Sea Garden, The Dangerous Museum for Boys and Girls and more. Plus, spend a minimum of $20 at the Museum cafe and receive a free regular sized coffee. (valid 6 - 16 April upon presentation of this newsletter)  For more information visit www.aucklandmuseum.com
· NEW! Afterschool Computer Programme in Howick  Bubble Dome is offering a programme in 3D animation, Games Design and Inventions at Cockle Bay school next term on Thursday afternoons for 8 weeks. Open for students aged 6-11 years. Tel: 09-622-0670 or Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or  Visit: www.bubbledome.co.
· Wakaaranga Dental Clinic will be open from 6 April to the 16 April.  If your child needs to see the dentist during the holidays call 5720088 to make an appointment.
· Coerver Coaching are offering school holiday Football Camps at Somerville Intermediate.  For information visit www.coervernz.com or email admin@coervernz.com.
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Thurs 
1 April 

End of Term 1.  School finishes at 3.00 pm

Mon
19 April

Term 2 Begins

Tues 
27 April

BOT Meeting 7.30 pm in the staff room

Fri 
30 April

Grease Production at Sancta Maria College

Mon
3 May

Soccer Field Day (Saving Day 5 May)

Tues
4 May

1.30 – 2.45 pm – Monica Brown Concert

Fri
7 May

Choir Rehearsal 9.30 am to 12.00 pm

Yours sincerely,

          若有對以上內容不詳者，請洽黃太太Grace，電話:5370390

        이 학교 소식지에 관한 문의사항이 있으시면연락주십시오.Julianna :533-8070
          

Catherine Rivers (Mrs)    

PRINCIPAL                                                                      










