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16 March 2010
 FOCUS: 
Parent Teacher Interviews – 
Wednesday 17th & Thursday 18th 







1.30 pm to 6.00 pm



Next Board of Trustees Meeting – 23rd March, 7.30 
Kia Ora Parents / Caregivers

SPECIAL CHARACTER BADGES:  Bianca Hayes (Y4), Jacey Sison (Y4), Ryan Quin-Williams (Y2), Lewis Ng (Y6) Akshay Chaudhray (Y6), John Bulay (Y6), Lance Encabo (Y5), Luis Juan (Y6)
Reflection:  Pope Benedict’s message on the Environment.  In his message for the 2010 World Day of Peace the Pope stressed:  Care for the earth is essential – it is God’s gift to us and deserves our respect.  Creation is God’s gift to mankind – we must care for it on behalf of future generations, and the poor among us.  Industrialized nations bear a special responsibility for the situations of ecological crisis they have caused, but developing nations must also adopt policies that protect the environment.  “Do not walk through time without leaving worthy evidence of your passage.” Pope John XXIII.
Prayer:  A prayer for the world.  Let the rain come and wash away the ancient grudges nurtured over generations.  Let the rain wash away the memory of the hurt, the neglect.  Then let the sun come out and fill the sky with rainbows.  Let the warmth of the sun heal us wherever we are broken.  Let it burn away the fog so that we can see each other clearly.  Let the warmth and brightness of the sun melt our selfishness.  And let the light of the sun be so strong that we will see all peoples as our neighbours.  Let the earth, nourished by rain, bring forth flowers to surround us with beauty.  And let the mountain s teach our hearts to reach upward to heaven.  Amen.
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  - Students can be picked up from school at lunchtime this Wednesday 17th March and Thursday 18th March as teachers will be holding parent teacher interviews from 1.30 pm to 6.00 pm.  School buses have been ordered for 1.00 pm.  For those students who are not able to be collected until 3.00 pm there will be a skeleton staff available and students will go to Room 5 at the 1.30 pm bell.  Please advise the school office if your child is staying at school until 3.00 pm.  After school care will operate as normal from 3.00 pm.
SAUSAGE SIZZLE – TUESDAY 23 MARCH  - Sausages $1, Drinks $1

NEW LUNCH MENU NOW FOR MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY – Starting this week, St Mark’s is now using the Flower Café for lunch orders on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Please discard the old Friday lunch menu and use only the menu from the Flower Café which is enclosed in this newsletter.  Please note the delicious new items on the menu.  Correct change and the lunch order in a named envelope with your child’s room number recorded is appreciated. Thank you.

ANZAC POPPIES:  St Mark’s will be a collection point for Poppy Day this year.  Poppies will be available at our office from Tuesday 23 March until Monday 19 April.  The RSA will then collect all donations and poppies on Tuesday 21st April.

SENIOR SCHOOL TRIP TO OTOROHONGA AND WAITOMO CAVES – Our Senior School students Years 4-6 had their ‘big day out’ last week as part of their Integrated Unit ‘Kiwiana’, with a trip to Otorohonga Kiwi House, Bird Park and Kiwiana display.  They then continued on to Waitomo visiting the Discovery and Education Centres and the famous Glowworm Cave.  The trip was an enjoyable and very worthwhile learning experience for all.  It has certainly been followed by a real ‘buzz’ at school as classes work enthusiastically on follow up activities.  Thank you to our parents who accompanied us on what was approximately a 12 hour day.  What a wonderful supportive parent community we have.  Special thanks to Paul McElwee for driving his car and to Frank and Marianne Stacey for kindly providing us with a rental van so that we could transport everyone to meet our adult to child ratio of 1:4 at the Glowworm Cave.  Your generosity to our school is appreciated.  Jenny McKenzie.

SIR COLIN MEADS (Ex All Black) spoke to students yesterday.  He impressed on students to “give everything a go”, take risks and be a good loser as well as a good winner, never blame the referee or the other players in the team but rather think “I’ll do better next time”.  He answered all sorts of questions from why did he choose rugby, to what was his favourite game, to how old he was.  He traveled from his home town in Te Kuiti and both teachers and students enjoyed his company.
UKULELE LESSONS:  Caroline Zeeman has some vacancies still in her ukulele group on Tuesdays at lunchtime. She needs about 10 students to enter the uke festival. Children from year 2 and up are more than welcome, please ring Caroline on: 5354950 or email her at: Caro@c-change.co.nz
BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEETINGS:  All potential Trustees are invited to the Board of Trustees meetings which are held each month in the staff room at 7.30 pm.  The meeting dates for 2010 are:  23rd March, 27th April, 25th May, 22nd June, 27th July, 24th August, 21st  September, 26th October and 23rd November.  We look forward to seeing you at these meetings.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ ELECTIONS.  The Trustee Elections are the biggest democratic event in New Zealand, with more than 14,000 parent representative seats needing to be filled around the country.

Could you be a Trustee?  YES, if you:

•Care about your child’s education.

•Work as part of a team.

•Want to help make decisions for our school.

•Are willing to share your experiences and skills.

•Have common sense.

How much time is required?  As a Trustee you are part of a team so responsibility is shared.  People put into the job what they can.  There are regular meetings that require some preparation beforehand.  Further information on the process is available from the office.  Mrs Rivers or Board of Trustee Members will be only too happy to discuss with you what is involved in working on the Board of Trustees.  The Board has elected Kathy Thomas as the Returning Officer at the November Board of Trustees Meeting.  Nominations for the above elections will now be accepted.  Nominations close of 23 April at 12 o’clock.

KEYBOARD LESSONS:    Sessions are $6.50 and will be on Wed from 3pm to 3.30pm during the school Term.  Contact Ruth on 576 7406.

SNOWPLANET – Have fun at Snowplanet these April school holidays!  Snowplanet, offering a winter wonderland experience just 20 minutes north of the Bridge, is a wonderful school holiday destination.  The very popular kid’s school holiday programme comes with a 2 hour ski or snowboard group lesson (beginners to advanced) each day, rental equipment, a graduation meal on the last day, a snow academy achievement booklet and a huge amount of fun!  For enquiries or bookings contact Snowplanet on (09) 4270044 extension 725 or email groups@snowplanet.co.nz.  Visit Snowplanet’s website www.snowplanet.co.nz. 

· Sancta Maria College OPEN DAY, Thursday 25 March from 3.30 pm to 6.00 pm, with the Principal’s address at 4.45 pm.  Sancta Maria welcome any prospective parents and students to visit the college.
· Kiwi Kids Learn - A new educational magazine is being launched for parents and caregivers to support their children to be all they can be.  Kiwi Kids Learn is a fantastic resource and full of useful information to use with school age or preschool children.  Kiwi Kids Learn also includes two sections specifically for kids.  There is a dedicated 8-page lift-out for the kids with activities and games.  There is also a section within the magazine for students to ‘showcase’ their work to the rest of New Zealand. To find out more or to order a copy go to www.kiwikidslearn.yolasite.com 
· St. Joseph's School, Dannevirke Centennial We are celebrating our Centennial this year and invite you to join us on Saturday 20 March 2010  To register your interest email dvkestjo100@windowslive.com
· Pakuranga Athletic Club are holding an Open Day on Saturday 20th March 1.30 – 3pm at Lloyd Elsmore Park
· SCHOOL HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS for Tall Poppies, Bright Sparks, High Flyers, Rising Stars, Creative Thinkers, Odd Bods....and all Gifted and Talented students 8-15 years old. Wednesday 7th to Friday 9th April at Selwyn College, Kohimarama, Auckland.  Full details are at www.holidayseminars.co.nz/next_seminar, email info@holidayseminars.co.nz, tel 09 585 0111 & 021 389448. Three grand pianos played on stage simultaneously.  This wonderful one-off performance of Mozart being played on three grand pianos simultaneously is on Tues 30 March 2010, at 7.30pm.  TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM www.rmtc.org.nz or phone (09) 360 0889
· The holiday’s are almost here and Kidactive has pulled together the coolest holiday programmes around.  Try something new and get active with Kidactive’s adrenaline packed range of sports camps, Adventure Camps, Dance courses, Horse Riding courses, funky art projects and awesome hobbies.  Check out our bright yellow booklets for course information will be finding their way to your classrooms this week or go straight to the source and book, www.kidactive.co.nz.    Kidactive; a world of fun activities.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tues
16 Mar

Interschool Swimming Sports at Howick Intermediate – Saving Day Thurs 18 Mar

Wed
17 Mar

Parent Teacher Interviews 1.30pm to 6pm


Thurs
18 Mar

Parent Teacher Interviews 1.30pm to 6pm


Frid 
19 Mar

12.00 Mr Paul Daley, Sancta Maria College to talk to Year 6 pupils

Sun
21 Mar

Tip Top Fun Day at Edgewater College
Tues
23 Mar

BOT Meeting – 7.30 pm in the staff room – All welcome

Wed 
24 Mar

Softball Field Day (Saving Day 25 March)

Thurs 
25 Mar

9.00 am New Entrant Meeting for students starting in Term 2
Thurs 
1 April 

End of Term 1

Yours sincerely,


Catherine Rivers (Mrs)    

PRINCIPAL                                                                      










